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1Michael W. Rush The Hunter
HOUSE ON FIRE (On Smoking a Hive of Honey Bees)
Dorothy J. Zellmer
Smoke. Smoke.
Coming in through the roof
There is no roof
Filling the front door
There is no door. Smoke. Smoke.
In the nursery
In the Queen’s room
In the pantry. What shall we do?
Call the workers
Call the guards
Save the nursery
Save the Queen.
Smoke. Smoke.
Thicker and thicker
Can’t see anymore. What shall we do?
Protect the babies in the nursery
Protect the Queen
Protect the royal food. Smoke. Smoke.
Down, around, in, and under
Filling every floor.
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What shall we do?
Fan the babies in the nursery
Fan the Queen
Eat the royal food until
you’re stuffed.
Smoke. Smoke.
Covering like a carpet
Smothering everywhere.
What shall we do?
Can’t move
Too full
All is lost.
No.
It’s stopped
No more smoke.
What shall we do?
Feed the babies in the nursery
Feed the Queen.
With what?
We ate the royal food.
Put It back again.
Out of our stomachs?
Certainly.
Ahhhh.
Much better
All is well
Our home is safe again.
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